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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost      September 28, 2014  
St. Matthew’s Danube & St. Matthew Flora Twp. MN (WELS)  
Pastor Mike Kuschel  

Galatians 2:11-21. 11 When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 
was clearly in the wrong. 12 Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the 
Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the 
Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The 
other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led 
astray. 14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to 
Peter in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How 
is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 15 “We who are Jews by birth 
and not ‘Gentile sinners’ 16 know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by 
faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified 
by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will 
be justified. 17 “If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we 
ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! 18 If I 
rebuild what I destroyed, I prove that I am a lawbreaker. 19 For through the law I died to 
the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness 
could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”  

Well, how did everyone do this past week?  I hope everyone behaved properly, because our 
goal at St. Matthew’s is to be a group of very well behaved people.  There will be a special meal 
held this afternoon for all those who were well behaved.  Those who did not fulfill the expected 
requirements of good deeds or committed some sin that was publicly known you are not welcome 
today.  However, if you would like to fix your behavior you can eat with us next week.   

I hope such a proposition did not sit well with you.  This is not our purpose here is it?  
Our purpose as a body of believers is to give glory to Christ.  Our purpose as a congregation is 
not simply to fulfill a moral bottom line by reward or law-based motivation.  We are more than 
a club of do-gooders who desire to be commended and rewarded because of a job well done.  
And our ultimate purpose as a body of believers is certainly not to weed out and separate and 
distance ourselves from those who are different or those who have fallen into a public sin.  No, 
our purpose is to give glory to God and to praise our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who has 
saved us all!  It is not the law but grace that forms our mission and our purpose as a 
congregation and as individual Christians.   

So does that mean we ignore outward behavior in the world around us and in and 
among our congregation of believers? Should we just let everyone do what they want to do?  
Should we completely ignore the will of God and let people do what they feel is best for them?  
I hope that proposition did not sit well with you either.   

So what are we to do?  Well let us look to God’s Word for guidance today.  Let us look to 
God’s Word and be encouraged by the gospel truth that through God’s gift of faith Christ lives 
in us! 
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Dear friends, this is the good news that shapes our purpose and mission here at St. 
Matthew’s and in our individual lives as Christians.   

Christ lives in us! 
Live for Christ as a body of believers! 

Live for Christ as one made righteous through faith! 
There is an important question that Christians need to ask continually: “Does this give 

glory to God?”  It seems that Paul had asked this question about what Peter was doing; and it 
was rather clear that the answer was no.  And so in love Paul came to his brother in the faith 
with words of admonition and rebuke. Paul opposed Peter to his face because he was 
concerned that Peter’s actions were not giving glory to God and he was also concerned about 
how his actions were affecting his faith, and the faith of other Christians. Not only had Peter 
begun to distance himself from the Gentiles, refusing to eat with them because of pressure 
from a legalistic group, but Peter’s actions were also leading others astray and into error.  
Barnabas was now also under the impression that the Gentile believers were separate and 
lesser than the Jewish believers, and would not eat with these ‘Gentile sinners’ either.  Paul 
saw this behavior and he was compelled to speak to Peter about his actions for the sake of 
gospel.  

This was not simply a matter of observing social customs or moral behavior, but this was 
a matter of giving proper glory to God while living for Christ.  This was a spiritual matter.  
Peter was not acting in line with the truth of the gospel.  And because Peter had done this in a 
way that everyone could see and was misleading many people Paul publicly rebuked Peter for 
his improper behavior.  But take notice of how Paul did this. He did this in love for his brothers 
and sisters in the faith.  Paul was not simply being confrontational for the sake of 
confrontation.  He was not acting in a holier-than- thou fashion.   This was not some 
opportunity to bring Peter down a few notches or for Paul to move up or add to his influence 
in the church.  No, Paul admonished Peter to his face and publicly so that this sinful and 
unloving behavior toward the Gentiles could be amended and others would see what it truly 
meant to be righteous through faith in Christ Jesus.  A person is not made righteous through 
natural descent or outward ritual, but we are made righteous through faith in Christ Jesus.  We 
have been crucified with Christ and Christ lives in us.  This was his joy.  This was his 
motivation.  Christ died for us.  Christ lives in us!  

Paul carried out this difficult task of Christian admonition for the sake of the gospel.  
Paul did this ultimately so that the proper glory would be given to God for the grace that he 
has shown to all people.  Again notice how Paul went about addressing this problem.  He did 
not give Peter some ultimatum.  He didn’t simply order Peter to go and eat with the Gentiles 
and fix this problem.  Paul was not as much interested in a quick fix as he was in leading 
people to see the grace of God, apply it to their situation in life, and then live in a way that 
demonstrated that Christ and his love lived in these believers.   

As Paul writes to the Galatians he expresses this desire to live in the love of Christ, to live 
a life of thankful obedience.  He encourages them by recounting how it is an impossible task to 
make ourselves righteous by observing the law, while expressing how precious the gospel is to 
him personally.  Paul writes, 18 If I rebuild what I destroyed, I prove that I am a lawbreaker. 
19 For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been crucified 
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with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.   

The gospel is precious to us personally and as a body of believers.  This is our joy.  This 
good news of Jesus is our salvation and our motivation.  If we try to hang our hat on obeying 
the law, if we try to find solace in being a law keeper, are we not crushed by the guilt of 
continually falling short of perfection?  For every good deed that we would stack up to reach 
God’s favor it seems that our personal righteous comes tumbling down because we commit 
this sin or that sin.  The law does not comfort.  It does not hold us up, but it simply proves that 
I am a lawbreaker.  Through the law I become aware that I cannot be saved by the law.   I need 
a Savior; and thanks be to God I have a Savior in Jesus Christ.  He kept the law perfectly, yet 
was crushed on the tree of the cross for my sins and for yours.  Christ died so that you and I 
might live for God!  My sins were nailed to his cross and I have been buried with Christ 
through baptism and raised to newness of life with my Savior.  This is the wonderful love of 
God, the perfect grace, which Christ gives to each of us personally and compels us as Christians 
and a Christian congregation.   

As Christians we will live for Christ.  Out of thanks for what he has done for us we will 
gladly follow his commands and offer our bodies as living sacrifices to our Lord.  Everything 
we do, we do it all for the glory of God.  We will even carry out that difficult, but necessary, 
task of Christian admonition as a congregation and as individual believers.  We will be our 
brother’s keeper in times of spiritual danger compelled by Christ’s love.  We will speak the 
truth in love to those who belong to this family of believers as we praise our God and honor his 
commands.   This is our joy!  This is our motivation.  Christ lives in us!     

A couple who is living together before marriage is admonished and led to amend this 
lifestyle not just so the church can keep its records clean or appear that we have greater moral 
fiber than this immoral society.  Rather this couple is admonished in Christian love so that 
they can consider this all important question: “Does this give God the glory?” This kind of 
admonition is not only done by the pastor or the board of elders but each one of us can take 
part in this important work.  Christian neighbors, who are engaged in an ugly and spiteful 
grudge, are admonished so that this sinful behavior might be addressed and God’s glory might 
be shown in this relationship which is restored and the forgiveness of Christ is shared and 
modeled.  A person who has been absent from public worship and the Lord’s table is 
admonished rebuked not so our attendance and offering statistics receive a shot in the arm, 
but rather this admonition is carried out so that they are reconnected with this body of 
believers and their faith receives the nourishment it needs by hearing and receiving the gospel 
in Word and sacrament.    

As a body of believers we are to be interested in more than a quick law-based fix that 
produces outward results.  Instead we share both law and gospel as we pray for spiritual 
results and eternal rewards.  In love for each other we are willing to rebuke and admonish in 
love.  We seek to carry out this difficult task of Christian admonition in love so that God is 
glorified and that all his people are encouraged to live for him.   

God does not receive proper glory when marriage is not honored, when Christian 
neighbors fight and gossip, when his precious means of grace is neglected and despised.  So let 
us do our part to rebuke and admonish out of love for our God and for our neighbor.  Let us be 
concerned especially for those who belong to this family of believers, so we understand and 
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give a public testimony of what is God-pleasing and what is not.  And we do this not for the 
sake of the law, but for the sake of the gospel.     

  This is not done in the realm of a points or reward system, but this all gospel motivated.  
Christ lives in us!  Christ died for each of us.  He died for sinners like you and me.  He died so 
that I might live for him.  He died so that you and I would be brought into his family. Therefore 
we have died to sin with Christ Jesus and we live to give Christ the glory. As Paul wrote about 
this important issue he pointed to the gospel as his personal motivation for Christian living 
and as our corporate compulsion as believers to encourage each other to live in a God pleasing 
way.  Paul writes, “20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives 
in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained 
through the law, Christ died for nothing!”  

Peter was not acting in line with the truth of the gospel.  He was being legalistic and 
unloving.  His actions were leading people to look to the law to approve of their life and make 
them feel right with God and with each other.   As Christ Jesus himself once rebuked Peter as 
Satan himself now Paul boldly rebuked his fellow apostle to his face in the hope of defending 
the gospel.      

If we are simply interested in regulating moral behavior in our church, if we are more 
interested in punishing and admonishing that live-in couple, or those nasty neighbors who 
have put a black mark on our church, if that is our motivation, then Christ died for nothing!  
That is nothing but law-based motivation.  That is not giving proper glory to God, but rather 
such an effort is nothing more than trying to build up our own glory based on observing the 
law.  

So what do we do then? We do not set aside the gospel, nor do we set aside the law, for 
both propositions can be dangerous.  Instead we pick up both law and gospel and we are 
careful to correctly divide God’s Word of truth.  The law can never save.  It cannot be our 
salvation nor can it be our motivation.  But the law is used to condemn the proud sinner and 
then guide the penitent sinner in our life of faith.  And the gospel, this is the precious good 
news that we dare not ever set aside.  Instead of trying to regulate behavior with the law in a 
legalistic way, let us pick up that sweet gospel and lift it to our own lips, drink it in for 
ourselves, and then go and share that good news with others.  This gospel is the means of our 
salvation, this is our blessed motivation.  Let us drink in and pour out that gospel which 
changes our hearts and our souls and our minds! Christ lives in us!  

Your Lord and Savior Jesus has lived and died for you.  He took away your sins.  He has 
cleansed you from guilt.  You have died to sin and now Christ lives in you.  He has made you 
right with God and brought you and me into his family of believers.  We rejoice as we live for 
him who died for us and was raised again.  We forgive each other as God has forgiven us and 
we live and act in love toward our fellow Christian.  And as a part of this new life in Christ we 
acknowledge that we have this loving responsibility to watch out for each other, to correct, 
rebuke, and admonish so that God is given the proper glory.  This can be a difficult task, but we 
gladly do it for the glory of God and for the sake of his gospel.  Take up this task and take 
courage because you know that Christ lives in you.  Amen.   

 


