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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost       August 28, 2017  
St. Matthew’s Danube & St. Matthew Flora Twp. MN (WELS)  
Pastor Mike Kuschel  

Romans 9:1-5. I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in 

the Holy Spirit—  2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  3 For I 

could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 

brothers, those of my own race,  4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; 

theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and 

the promises.  5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry 

of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen. 

The Basics of Christianity, One Word at a Time: Roots 
 Consider the time in which Paul lived and wrote the book of Romans.  It’s roughly 
sometime around 56 A.D.  The Christian church was still very much in its infancy, and Paul 
is going from synagogue to synagogue, preaching first to the Jews and then to the Gentiles.  
And for the most part what happens?  Many of the Jews reject him and his message, and so 
he moves on to share the gospel with the Gentiles.   
 Now stop and ask the question: What might that kind of widespread rejection do to 
the credibility of the Gospel message that Paul is trying to bring to the nations?  If the 
people of Israel, the nation chosen by God, by-in-large reject this gospel, could it really be 
the Gospel of God?   
 You can probably imagine a scenario, in today’s age, where a friend on Facebook or 

co-worker brings up that type of question today.  “Why should I believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, if most of the Jewish nation, God’s chosen people, does not recognize him as the 

promised Messiah?”  It is one of those questions that could very well make us 

uncomfortable or unsure.  Unsure of what to say, maybe even unsure of our faith.  The 

unbelief of the nation of Israel raises a considerable religious question that most certainly 

had implications for Paul’s work and certainly still has implications for the Christian 

today.  And so, we take note as God drives away our doubt and uncertainty and we grow in 

our faith and understanding of the gospel as Paul takes us to the roots of the Church in the 

Old Testament people of Israel.     

 As we consider this lesson, we first of all take note that Paul speaks in love and not 

hate.  From the start, Paul’s tone is of deep concern and sensitivity that is worthy of our 

attention especially in the racially charged times that we live in.  He finds no pleasure that 

a group of people, his own people, have rejected the gospel and so many are poised for 

eternal punishment.  Rather his words are chosen carefully as he expresses anguish that is 

deep and sincere and genuine.  I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my 

conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing 

anguish in my heart.  His pain, his sorrow, his grief and distress was great: to the point 

where he even contemplates a way that he could strike impossible exchange; that he 

would be cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of his brothers and sisters of the 

Jewish race and in turn the people of Israel would be saved.   
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 It is clear that Paul has great concern towards those of his bloodline, but Paul’s 

highest concern here is for the gospel.  His primary concern is to reaffirm the credibility of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ and the message of salvation; and so, he carefully connects Christ 

to the Old Testament Church.  The New Testament Church, the Church that Paul and the 

apostles were building through the spread of the gospel of Christ, was not something that 

was brand new and came out of nowhere, it really was something that grew out of the Old 

Testament promises given to Israel.  The Old Testament could be described as the roots of 

the New Testament Church, the roots of the Church of God we know today. 

 It is also rightly said that the Old Testament is Christ concealed while the New 

Testament is Christ revealed.  Listen to that again; the Old Testament is Christ concealed 

while the New Testament is Christ revealed.  This is the very point that Paul is making 

with these verses.  Christ is right there in the Old Testament Church, in the Old Testament 

Scriptures, the whole time.  He is in the promises.  He is in the signs, the symbols, the 

tabernacle, the temple, the sacrifices, the covenants, Christ is there.  The history and the 

heritage, the bloodline of Abraham and the patriarchs was so important because it 

culminated in the coming of Jesus the Christ.  The God who is over all and who is forever 

praised, would take on human flesh and he would be born of a Jewish descent.  As the Lord 

Jesus, himself would testify, Salvation is from the Jews.   

 And so, Paul, after speaking about the joyous assurance of the believer that “nothing 

can separate us from the love God in Christ Jesus”; Paul’s heart breaks for so many of the 

members of his own race.  The Lord reaches out with the reliable and saving arms of his 

ancient saving promises; but mankind has this awful and damning ability to reject his love 

in Christ.  Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, nothing, that is, 

except for unbelief.  And perhaps the most heartbreaking evidence of this, is how God’s 

own chosen people in widespread unbelief rejected Christ Jesus.  And Paul was once a part 

of that.  His own conscience would no doubt occasionally, perhaps frequently, rear its ugly 

head, and try its best to convict him regarding blood or action.  “You were once one of them.  

You are still one of them.  Yours is Jewish blood and you once acted and lived like the worst of 

them.  You rejected Christ with vigor and violence.  You persecuted Christians.  You prided 

yourself as a Hebrew of Hebrews, a Pharisee of Pharisees.  You rejected any notion of saving 

grace and instead devoted your whole life to that of good deeds, and the pious observing of 

the Law.  You found your salvation and your purpose in that law, in the ceremonies, the 

rituals, the customs, and in the blood that flows through your veins.  And now you expect 

them to depart from all of that, which has been engrained in them for so long.  You expect 

them to reject their heritage and listen to you.” Satan, no doubt would try to twist this knife.  

 Any such doubts, fears, or regrets that Paul might have had were erased, calmed, 
and soothed, by the gospel. That sweet saving grace of God had brought Paul into the light.  
Jesus had called his name.  The Gospel had changed his heart, opened his eyes, and blessed 
him for eternity.  The Old Testament Scriptures had so long been merely a book of laws 
and stories that confirmed his self-righteous ways, but now, now, he could see Christ so 
clearly in the Old Testament. The innocent blood of sacrifices that pointed to Jesus, who 
would make full atonement for sin.  The sacrificial death of Christ, the Lamb of God, paid 
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for the sins of the whole world. This was God’s plan since sin came into the world.  This 
was why Abraham’s offspring would be a blessing to many nations.  This was the message 
passed through Moses and the prophets, through the nation of Israel, through the Jewish 
people and fulfilled in Christ.  A Savior would come to fulfill the law in our place, to make 
atonement for sin, to reconcile us to God.  He would take up the law and fulfill it perfectly 
in our place and die as the once and for all sacrifice for sin.  Remember what Paul wrote 
back in Romans chapter 3.  But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has 
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness is 
given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between 
Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  and all are 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  God 
presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be 
received by faith.  We are justified freely by the grace of God, Jew and Gentile alike saved 
and forgiven by the all atoning sacrifice of Christ Jesus, the Law and the Prophets, the very 
history of the people of Israel pointed to this promise that would be fulfilled in Christ.   
 Throughout his writings Paul so often quotes from the Old Testament Scriptures 
that testified to the wonderful promises of God fulfilled in Christ Jesus.  And here now, in 
Romans chapter 9, this is how he pays homage to how clearly and how regularly the Old 
Testament Scriptures, how the Old Testament Church, pointed ahead to the Christ. Theirs 
is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, 
the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is 
traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen. 
 Example after example of how God pointed his people to the coming Messiah.  They 

were this special people, set aside for this special purpose, fulfilled in Jesus.  God Word’s 

was wonderfully sufficient, his promises were not flawed, but they were abundantly 

fulfilled in Jesus.  God was certainly not to blame for such a far-reaching rejection of the 

gospel by his chosen people, on the contrary the unique culture of Israel gave them every 

advantage.  For concealed in their culture was Christ at every turn.  God had chosen them 

to be the nation through which the Christ would come.  They were the children of God.  

They were the ones who held this honor.  The Messiah would be from the seed of Adam, 

the descendant of Abraham, from the house and line of David.  This is their famous story, 

their illustrious history. God made covenants with his people, he gave them laws, he gave 

them forms of worship that would set them aside as special.  He gave to them a tabernacle, 

a temple that displayed the presence of God among them. And then God came and took on 

flesh and tabernacled among them, as one born from their own race, Jesus the Christ.   

 It was all there pointing them to God’s merciful plan in Christ, pointing them to the 

one who would fulfill it all.  What are the odds of such a Savior coming and fulfilling these 

promises of God.  A modest estimation of Old Testament prophecies specifically fulfilled in 

Christ Jesus numbers between 350 – 450. Science and mathematics professor Peter Stoner 

once famously estimated a reasonable probability that one man might have fulfilled just 8 

of these prophesies at one chance in 10 to the 17th power (100,000,000,000,000,000).  He 

also described it this way, “If we took this many silver dollars and covered the state of 

Texas two feet deep, and marked one of the coins in the pile. What chance would a 
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blinfolded man have of picking the right coin on his first attempt? Just the same chance the 

prophets would have had of writing these eight prophecies and having them all come true 

in any one man”...(Peter W. Stoner, Science Speaks, Moody Press, p. 107).  

 Some may refuse to see it, some may try to explain it away, and the world’s cynical 

and critical questions and arguments might lead us as Christians to doubt or to be unsure.  

But the fact remains that God’s Old Testament Scriptures as well as God’s Old Testament 

people repeatedly point us to Christ.  In the promises, in the prophecies, in the 

preservation, and the lineage of God’s people, in the worship, in the unique culture, there 

are signs, and symbols, and types of Christ and they all point to our Savior, Jesus.  To have 

this understanding of the roots of the church, is to have a greater understanding of the 

depths of God’s love. His great and faithful and intricate plan of salvation.  So rich, so full, 

is the love of God.  And this plan still stands as a testimony of his love, a testimony for all 

people.  We soak up the rich nourishment of his love and his grace, through the study of 

Old Testament.  We grow in our faith as we relate to and learn from the personal struggles 

and the corporate history of God’s Old Testament people.  We marvel at the rich 

symbolism of the festivals, the worship, the form and function of the tabernacle and 

temple of God, as Christ is so beautifully concealed and now revealed for us to enjoy and 

celebrate in our study of Old Testament Scriptures.  These Holy Books, with their records 

of the patriarchs, and the promises, and the covenants, given by God to his people stand 

today for all people, the Jewish race included, as a testimony to Jesus who is the promised 

Messiah, who is the Christ, who was pierced and crushed for our transgressions.    He is 

God who took on flesh and dwelt or tabernacled among us.  He is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world, the sacrifice of atonement that makes us right with God.   

It is all there in the Old Testament pointing us to Christ.  And by God’s grace, by his gift of 

the Holy Spirit, sinners from all nations and races are called to this saving faith.  We give 

praise to God, for the Old Testament Church, for all the history, the lessons: that point us 

to Christ.  We praise God for the sturdy roots of the church that serve to strengthen and 

deepen our faith.   

 It may not always be some critical question or some outside challenge that shakes 

our faith; doubts arise plenty from within, when trouble and hardship find us, doubt is a 

frequent companion and so above all we praise and thank God for the still small voice of 

the gospel that calls us and keeps us in the faith.  Through his saving Word, including his 

many promises and lessons from the Old Testament Church, our Lord chases away our 

doubts, and he strengthens our faith as we learn of the grace and patience of our God.  And 

we praise our God for his faithfulness for all the promises fulfilled that assure us that one 

day he will bring us, just as he has promised, to eternal life with him and all the saints in 

heaven from every nation, tribe, and race.  To the faithful God who keeps all his promises 

be praise and glory now and forever.  Amen.   


